Book reviews 337 ence book -ifyou're studying for a course and need real material fast, a textbook is still your answer -and it's not quite anecdotal reading. This book carves out an interesting niche in the middle ground: infornative, yet personal; casual, yet scientifically rigorous. Because it is so different from other references, it is a difficult book to recommend; though this is likely because this vanguard volume is among the first in an under-represented field. Operators and Promoters is required reading for anyone with an interest in the history of molecular biology, tempered with a desire to know not only the bare facts, but the people, struggles and personalities that ushered them into the realm of knowledge.
ence book -ifyou're studying for a course and need real material fast, a textbook is still your answer -and it's not quite anecdotal reading. This book carves out an interesting niche in the middle ground: infornative, yet personal; casual, yet scientifically rigorous. Because it is so different from other references, it is a difficult book to recommend; though this is likely because this vanguard volume is among the first in an under-represented field. Operators and Promoters is required reading for anyone with an interest in the history of molecular biology, tempered with a desire to know not only the bare facts, but the people, struggles and personalities that ushered them into the realm of knowledge. As a student learning neuroanatomy, one of the biggest challenges is often mastering the blood supply to any given region of the central nervous system. The most user-friendly approach to learning such information can now be found within the second edition of The Brain Atlas by Woolsey et al. from the Washington University School of Medicine. Even as one picks up the manual, the brilliant colors and easy to flip notebook style bring the atlas to life as an appealing teaching guide. For every tissue section through the brain and spinal cord, one can easily follow clearly numbered anatomical regions: from a histological photograph to a colorful representation of the vascular supply and lastly to an in situ view through a MR image. The atlas ends with an emphasis on all of the major CNS pathways by superimposing brightly labeled pathways upon actual histological sections from the brain to the lower spinal cord levels. This "one glance reveals all" approach is not only a major time-saver, but also depicts the pathways more clearly than any other reference I have ever encountered.
The logical, multi-disciplinary progression in The Brain Atlas succeeds beautifully in integrating the anatomical, radiological, vascular, and fimctional aspects of neuroanatomy just as a student would be expected to know in a clinical setting. Furthermore, the clearly delineated sections make this an easy and fast reference on the wards for any student or resident. One possible improvement for future editions might be the inclusion of actual clinical syndromes as they apply to normal anatomy, vascular supply, and pathways. The Brain Atlas is clearly a valuable asset to any student, teacher, or clinician broaching the wonderful world of neuroscience. 
